HO 1
Topic 1 Activities

Safeguarding the Murray-Darling 
1. John suddenly realised what seemed wrong about their assumptions about the structure of the soil deposits. He could check out his realisation before dark if he could get out to the soil deposits quickly. He would still be back in time for dinner in the canteen. He took the Landrover that was conveniently parked near the entrance to the vehicle compound. Although he had been briefed, he did not have a Global Positioning System (GPS) or satellite phone with him, and the first aid kit in the vehicle was incomplete. When he did not return for the evening meal his colleague raised the alarm. A search was mounted, but it was the next morning before John and the vehicle were found. The vehicle had rolled into a creek bed and John was fading in and out of consciousness with the pain of his broken leg. He was subsequently airlifted to hospital. 

As John's research leader, what steps could you have put in place to avoid this accident?

How do you know what your OH&S obligations are? Who can provide support?

2. Mandy is a well-qualified attractive post-doctoral fellow who has indicated that she would like to join one of the field teams for a MDMT project. However, Dr Davin has questioned whether it is appropriate for a young woman to join the group. As you probe further it becomes clear that he thinks that she may be a distraction to other researchers, and will need to be looked after, and this will put the timeline in jeopardy. Some of the older males have made inappropriate comments. 

How would you handle this issue? 

Make a note of your responses to both these case study scenarios and bring them to the workshop for discussion.

